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Oil-rubbed bronze finish:  Living Finish vs. PVD Coating 
 
There is no question that the old-world charm of the oil-rubbed bronze finish is what makes it one of the 

most popular finishes today when it comes to faucets or decorative hardware.  It originally became 
popular during the early 1990s when it replaced antique brass as the finish de rigueur in traditional style 

décor.  Part of the charm and what made it popular was its òliving finishó characteristic. 
 

A living finish is what occurs when you have any metal (other than stainless steel) that is not lacquered or protected by any other 
process.  The finish will continually evolve through exposure to the elements (an oxidation process), which varies in different 
metals.  In copper, you may see a green patina or verdi gris.  In the case of oil-rubbed bronze, a lightening effect occurs in the areas 
where it comes in contact with the human hand.  This is part of the charm--the fact that it will acquire a òbroken-inó appearance 
within a relatively short period of time. 

In the mid-1990s, the PVD (physical vapor deposition) technology was developed.  PVD is a high-tech process where the finish is 
applied inside a vacuum chamber; a base solid material is introduced into the chamber and vaporized to an atomic level.  It then 
attaches itself to target surface in a thin film and becomes a solid material. The difference between regular electroplating and the 
PVD process is that once the substrate becomes solid, it actually becomes a part of the target surface as opposed to just a coating.  
In other words, if the surface is scratched, it would not break the surface. 
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African Mahogany (Khaya) ɀ This warm toned, rich-looking wood grows in the 
tropics of west and central Africa.  This grain is relatively straight and displays 
an open texture.  Coloring can be light brown to darker brown with red 
overtones.  It will slightly darken with age. 
 
Sapele ɀ This is part of the mahogany family and is native to central Africa.  It is 
a dense, strong wood that is most easily recognized by its well-defined ribbon 
grain pattern.  The medium golden brown coloring will darken as it ages.  It 
looks beautiful on flat panels or shaker style doors. 
 
Quarter Sawn White Oak ɀ This browner toned oak is known for its straight 
open grain and light colored random flecks.  Boards are cut from the log 
perpendicular to the growth rings, which create the unique grain. 
 
Vertical Grain VG Fir (Douglas Fir) ɀ This soft wood is light reddish-brown to 
amber in color with occasional blonde streaks.  Its tight, straight-lined grain 
pattern is the predominant characteristic. 
 
Bamboo (actually a grass) ɀ This is sustainably harvested from the same root 
stalk many times over.  Mature bamboo (5-7 year growth) is used for cabinet 
doors.  Colors range from light blonde to a caramelized honey tone.  It makes a 
strong Ȱgreenȱ statement. 
 
 

Custom cabinets 
Shaker w/bevel door style 
Cherry wood cabinet doors 
w/espresso stain 
Cove molding 
Vintage granite w/crescent edge detail 
Full height subway tile backsplash 
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